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Denying the rights of the Baha'is to reinforce the foundation of discrimination on the basis of religion and belief.
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It was with great concern that the Cairo Centre for Human Rights Studies received the ruling of the Supreme Administrative Court issued yesterday stipulating that it is not permissible to write "Baha'i" in the field for religion on official papers. It considered it a regression from that which the same Supreme Administrative Court had laid in the year 1983, where it asserted the right of Baha'is to prove their belief in official registries. The Cairo Centre affirmed that it is regrettable to restrict the argument raised during the crisis to ideological judicial proceedings on the Baha'is and to insist on neglecting the essence of the case relating to the right of every citizen to embrace and believe in anything he wishes without discrimination on the part of any quarter of society. This includes the right to adopt specific convictions of his religion (Islam or Christianity) that may differ from the official Islamic or Christian religious institutions. 
The Centre added that the inability of the Egyptian judiciary to be equitable to the victims of this discrimination leaves those citizens with no protection and a target to more instigations and violations, whether from the official authorities or from the extremist and fanatical sides of society. It is also a violation of the most basic principles of citizenship and equality between the citizens, which is guaranteed by the Egyptian constitution and the international agreements on human rights, and a further indicator of the deterioration of the political and cultural ambiance prevailing in Egypt, which is leaning towards more laws of religious and security guardianship on the consciousness and belief of the individual. 

Denying the rights of the Baha'is - who are Egyptian citizens entitled to the same rights and responsibilities - is considered an additional indicator of the expansion in the types of religious discrimination and the restriction of the freedom of belief in Egypt in a general way. This is done through provocations by security forces and information campaigns against the adherents of the Shiite sect, constricting the rights of the [Christian] Copts, or the continuation of provocation by security and ideological forces through writers and thinkers, merely because they differ from the prevailing interpretation of religious Texts. 
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